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CONTACT:

Alfredia Dysart-Drake   
Director of Operations

Battle Creek Area Habitat for Humanity

269-966-2502 or addrake@habitatbc.org
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

ALBION COLLEGE HABITAT FOR HUMANITY CAMPUS CHAPTER
NICKELS FOR NAILS FUNDRAISER SUCCESSFUL
Habitat for Humanity Partners with Local Churches in Fundraiser
Albion, Michigan (April 26, 2010) – The Albion College Habitat for Humanity Campus Chapter recently completed a month long fundraiser in order to raise funds for the Albion program. Under the direction of Alfredia Dysart Drake, Director of Operations for the Battle Creek Affiliate, and the Albion College Habitat for Humanity Campus Chapter Executive Committee, the first annual Nickels for Nails event for Albion was held. The students planned and implemented the event in the month of March.
Nickels for Nails is an initiative utilized in other Habitat communities that enables youth ages 5-25 to raise funds for Habitat for Humanity. Youth can participate as individuals or groups, collecting as many nickels (although any denomination is accepted) through ongoing efforts and fund drives throughout the year. In some communities youth partner with their local schools systems. However, the Chapter decided to partner with the churches in the Albion community and to make it a month long event. Habitat paint buckets were placed in some churches, and others gave donations for the cause. At the end of the month they were collected. The Committee wanted to make it a simple process for all involved.
A presentation was given at the Albion Ministerial Association back in February inviting all churches to be a part of this first annual fundraiser for the Campus Chapter. Those who came aboard were: Rev. Daniel McQuown. Chaplain at Albion College; Rev. Robert C. Bolton and his congregation at Albion Free Methodist Church; Rev. Fred H. Alexander along with his Bethel Baptist Church congregation; Pastor Stephen C. Williams, and the Grace Temple Church family; along with Dr. Loree Grinnell, new Pastor at Salem United Church of Christ and her congregation.

The committee is excited to share that over $800.00 was raised in funds that will go to help assist with the projects in the Albion community. Discussion has already begun for planning the event next year and including more churches. The Albion College Campus Chapter of Habitat for Humanity extends a special thank you to the Pastors and their churches that participated. Their involvement and contribution to this project will go a long way in building and rehabbing homes in the Albion community. 

Families, along with volunteers, partner with Habitat in order to build homes. A family is able to purchase a home with a small down payment, for a 20 year, interest free mortgage. This presents the opportunity for someone who has never owned a home to become a homeowner. If you are interested in being a first time homeowner, contact the Habitat office at 269.966.2502 to see if you qualify; and if you would like to volunteer for Habitat, donate funds, or items for their retail store, Habitat ReStore, please give us a call.
About Battle Creek Area Habitat for Humanity

Since 1989, 117 affordable homes have been produced in Calhoun County. Battle Creek Area Habitat for Humanity has two Covenant Communities, Albion and Marshall. Their vision is the elimination of substandard housing from our community. Toward that end their mission is that partner families in-need will become self sufficient owners of decent, affordable homes built with volunteers.The ReStore, located in Battle Creek, is a thriving donation store that provides support to the mission of Habitat and is open to the public. 

About Habitat for Humanity International
Habitat for Humanity International is an ecumenical Christian ministry that welcomes to its work all people dedicated to the cause of eliminating poverty housing. Since its founding in Americus, Ga., in 1976, Habitat has built more than 300,000 houses in nearly 100 countries, providing simple, decent and affordable shelter for more than one million people. For more information, visit www.habitatbc.org.
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