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MISSION:
MOTIVATED BY GOD’S GRACE,

BATTLE CREEK AREA HABITAT
FOR HUMANITY BRINGS PEOPLE
TOGETHER TO BUILD AND REPAIR
DECENT HOMES AND
COMMUNITIES FOR AND WITH
FAMILIES IN NEED.

VISION:
EVERYONE IN CALHOUN COUNTY
HAS A DECENT PLACE TO LIVE.

LETTER FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Dear Friend of Battle Creek Area Habitat for Humanity (BCHFH),
Our primary goal is to provide safe and affordable housing for those in need. Our mission is more
critical now than ever as home affordability continues to get more difficult for low income
families and individuals. Additionally, the pandemic has shown us how important it is to have a
safe place to shelter. The advantages of quality, stable, and affordable homeownership are
powerful: it improves educational, health, and economic outcomes, among many others, for both
families and communities.
In fiscal year 2020, we were able to hand the keys over to three families. The first of those was
for a family of seven in the Post neighborhood of Battle Creek. In the spring, we closed on homes
in Springfield and in Marshall. Additionally, we began work on a home in Albion in March. All four of
these homes were acquired through the Calhoun County Land Bank.
Additionally, we built 30 wheelchair ramps throughout Calhoun County. Most of these ramps are
funded through Calhoun County’s Senior Millage. For many of these new ramp owners, it’s the first
time they have been out of their home for a while. We had many local volunteer groups to help
build ramps as well as some student groups from out of state during the summer months. These
groups supplemented our regulars- those volunteers who show up day in and day out. Without
volunteers Habitat does not exist.
I want to thank everyone who has given of their time, talent, and treasure in support of our
mission. I have been involved with Habitat for Humanity since 1994 and it never ceases to amaze
me how many people come together to achieve positive and lasting change for those whom we
serve.
In partnership,

Robert Phillips

Robert Phillips
Executive Director
Battle Creek Area Habitat for Humanity

“THIS RAMP HAS BEEN A BLESSING
TO US! THANK YOU SO MUCH FOR
HELPING MY WIFE”
– 82 YEAR OLD, SPRINGFIELD
RAMP RECIEPENT

PROGRAMS
HOME OWNERSHIP PROGRAM
Battle Creek Area Habitat for Humanity believes that everyone
is deserving of a decent and safe house to live and grow in.
After showing interest in the Home Ownership Program,
applicant(s) must demonstrate that their current housing
situation has one or more of the following characteristics:
Unsafe or very poor conditions or located in a particularly
unsafe area
Rent, or contribution currently paid towards rent, exceeds
35% of net income
Size is inadequate for the present or anticipated residents
Other facts demonstrating a need for the type of housing
Habitat can provide, that goes beyond a personal desire to
own a home.

WHEELCHAIR RAMPS

Battle Creek Area Habitat for Humanity builds wooden ramps
to meet the long-term needs of qualified Calhoun County
residents with disabilities or injuries, in need of access to
their homes. With community partners such as Eaton
Corporation and the Senior Mileage, many ramps are able to be
built free of charge for the homeowner!
Ramp Applicant Requirements:
Must be the homeowner, or able to obtain written
permission from the property owner
Be within 30% – 80% of the area median income
Property taxes must be paid to date
Property insurance must be current
Necessary Documentation: Social Security Card (of each
household member)
Evidence of income

Once the applicant meets the need-criteria and agrees to
partner with Habitat, the applicant will seek financial counseling,
ensuring longterm financial literacy is maintained. As applicants
begin to show the ability to pay an affordable mortgage, Habitat
homeowners help build their own homes alongside our
volunteers, meeting the required sweat equity hours and
assume an affordable mortgage.
With our help, Habitat homeowners achieve the strength,
stability and independence they need to build a better life for
themselves and their families!

"OUR FAMILY IS LOOKING FORWARD TO
COMPLETING THE HABITAT PROGRAM AND MOVING INTO OUR HOME
AND ENTERING THE NEXT CHAPTER IN OUR LIFE."
-JAMES BIRD

FINANCIAL EDUCATION

We want to do everything we can to help prepare you for the day you receive
your keys, and well beyond. One way we do that is through financial education.
As part of the required sweat equity portion of the Habitat homeowner
process, we believe that financial education leads to a greater investment in
the home. Additionally, it builds a more solid foundation for long-term personal
success. Household finances are a source of stress no matter the size of your
income or family, and we want to help alleviate any concerns or barriers on
your path to homeownership. Much like having a safe, affordable place to call
home will boost your sense of well-being and pride, being able to take control
of your finances will give you confidence and momentum to dream bigger. It
starts with a house, but where it goes after that is up to you.
During these financial education classes, we’ll cover topics such as budgeting,
credit cards and credit reports, debt and loans, saving, investing and planning
for the future, emergency situations, as well as Habitat homeowner
mortgages.

VETERAN
HOME OWNERSHIP
PROGRAM
The Battle Creek Area Habitat for Humanity is an

official Veteran Build affiliate with Habitat for
Humanity International. We began our first official
Veteran Build project in Albion in March. We are
actively recruiting a veteran for this house and hope
this is the first of many to come. As the veteran
homeownership program grows, BCAHFH looks
forward to expanding the program and housing more
Calhoun County Heroes!

"THANK YOU!
THANK YOU!"
I HAVE MY RAMP NOW AND NOTHING
CAN STOP ME FROM GETTING OUT OF
THE HOUSE. I CAN ACTUALLY ATTEND
MY GRANDSON’S BIRTHDAY PARTY
TOMORROW.

HE WILL BE SO SURPRISED.”
-BATTLE CREEK RAMP
RECEIPENT, 61

OUR
IMPACT

2,888
198 VOLUNTEERS

TOTAL VOLUNTEER HOURS

15 PEOPLE

THREE
FOREVER HOMES
THIRTY

RAMP
RECIPIENTS

"THIS ISN'T JUST A
PROGRAM, THESE PEOPLE
REALLY CARE."
-DERRICKA SMITH

HABITAT
CULTURE
CALHOUN AREA CAREER CENTER

Over the winter we met with the building trades staff at the Calhoun Area
Career Center (CACC). There, high school students from all over Calhoun
County are learning construction skills as part of their curriculum. Before
the schools were closed due to the pandemic, students were building
wheelchair ramp sections for Habitat with plans to install the ramps when
spring came. Unfortunately, that didn’t happen due to COVID but we are
eagerly awaiting the chance to start working with them again. We have also
discussed doing a much larger project with them in the future.

POST NEIGHBORHOOD CLEAN-UP
In September 2019 we

partnered with Post Consumer
Brands and other community
organizations to hold a
neighborhood cleanup event.
ONE HUNDRED SIXTY
volunteers came out to fill
three 30-yard dumpsters and
gather dozens of old
mattresses and tires.

WOMEN BUILD
WEEK
Women's Build Week is an annual

event sponsored by Lowe’s and
takes place the first week of
March. Around 6,000 women unite
in three countries during the week
to volunteer at over 500 build
sites. For our local affiliate,
Women Build week kicked off the
Veteran Build in Albion. Local
groups were able to complete all
the demolition on the rehab project
and put on a new roof.

HABITAT RESTORE

561

In 2019,
people donated to
the Habitat Restore.

81
percent
of the donations were from Battle Creek
11.5
percent
of the donations were from outside of
Calhoun County

7 percent

of the donations were from Marshall

SUPPORTERS AND COMMUNITY
PARTNERS
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BOARD
Serving Calhoun County for over 30 years!
Battle Creek Area Habitat for Humanity
Office Located at the Habitat ReStore
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